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Present during the interview:

Detective Ron Sanfilippo

Deputy DA Samah Shouka

DA Investigator Rick Fuentes

Attorney Kasey Castillo (Lackie, Dammeier, and McGill)

Interview:

On Thursday 03/01/12 at approximately 1105 hours, Detective Ron Sanfilippo and | interviewed
Officer Sancho Lopez in the conference room at the-Magnolia Street Police Station. Attorney
Kasey Castillo began the interview by making a verbal statement for the record that Officer
Lopez was providing his statement to us in order to comply with Riverside Police Department
Policy 4.8. b4 ™

Officer Lopez said he's been employed with the Riverside Police Department for 11 years. He's
a Field Training Officer and Officer Porter has ‘been assigned as 'his trainee for 3-days. Officer
Porter is currently in phase 2. -Officer Lopez said that he and. Officer Porter were driving unit
#3908 tonight which is a fully'marked patrol car with an.emergency light bar displayed on top.
Their call sign or designator'was A-315 and they were working the graveyard shift. Both officers
were in full uniform identifying them as Riverside Police Officers.

Officer Lopez said that Officer Porter was driving. -He said they were WB on Lincoln when they
saw the suspect’s white van driving opposite.of them going EB on Lincoln. Officer Lopez said
he observed the vehicle’s front license plate was obstructed with a plastic cover or something
that was blocking the numbers. Officer Lopez said he told Officer Porter to make a U-turn and
catch up'to the van that now had made a NB turn onto Anna Street. When the patrol car caught
up to.the van they activated the overhead emergency lights to initiate a stop. Officer Lopez said
the‘van stopped almost immediately but in the middle of the lane instead of pulling over to the

Officer L:dpkéz;ééyid he apriroached the passenger side of the van as Officer Porter approached

the driver s‘i‘de‘. As he approached, Officer Lopez saw the driver (Harold Smith Jr.) “Signing” to
the passenger (Brandon Dunbar). He said it was odd because Smith was using sign language

__but he was also. speaking to Dunbar. Officer Lopez said he began to feel more and more
/" uncomfortable about Smith's and Dunbar’s’ behavior. Officer Lopez told Officer Porter to take
"' smith out of the car first. He could see through the window that Officer Porter safely had Smith

“out of the car and he was in the process of patting him down. Officer Lopez said he then asked

Dunbar if he (Dunbar) was able to use sign language to help the officers communicate with
Smyit'h.‘ Dunbar told Officer Lopez, “Yes,” so Lopez asked Dunbar to step out of the car.

% ‘*Officer Lopez said he opened Dunbar’s passenger side door to allow Dunbar to exit. Before he

could fully open the door, Dunbar took off running. Officer Lopez advised dispatch on the radio
that he was in foot pursuit. Officer Lopez said Dunbar ran for approximately 50 yards before
turning left running east up an embankment towards a perimeter wall leading into a residential
neighborhood. Officer Lopez said Dunbar was not running with his arms pumping. He said both
of Dunbar’s hands were tucked inside his waistband.
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Officer Lopez couldn’t see Dunbar's hands until Dunbar hopped up onto the approximately 6’ tall
wall. At that point Officer Lopez was able to see that Dunbar was holding a chrome colored
handgun in his right hand. When Dunbar hit the top of the walll, the handgun hit the top of the

wall. Officer Lopez heard the metal of the gun clank hard against the top of the wall... ;

Dunbar went completely over the wall while still holding onto the handgun. - Officer Lopez-said
he didn’t want to go over the wall in the exact same spot as:Dunbar did.so he moved several
feet to the north on the wall. Officer Lopez lifted himself up onto the wall so he could see over it.
He immediately saw Dunbar in the yard of a residence and he could clearly see Dunbar was
holding the handgun in his right hand. Dunbar turned to look for Officer Lopez in the exact
same spot that he jumped the wall. Officer Lopez felt that Dunbar’s intention was to shoot him
as he was coming over the wall so it was at that point that he fired his first volley of 2-3 rounds
while braced on top of the wall. £

Dunbar went down and he fell onto his right side but he was partially-on his stomach. Dunbar
dropped the gun and it ended up lying'next to his head: Officer Lopez gave several commands
to Dunbar yelling, “Don’t move!” Dunbar said, “You shot me!” and then reached for the gun
again with his right hand causing Officer Lopez to fire a second volley of shots while still braced
on the top of the wall. Dunbar then rolled over mostly onto his back but he was still partially on
his right side. Officer Lopez then saw. Officer Porter was now south of him on top of the wall.
Officer Lopez told Officer Porter to cover Dunbar allowing him to now fully jump over the wall
and approach him. Officer Lopez said:he approached Dunbar with his gun drawn and he slid
Dunbar's handgun away from him with his foot. Officer Lopez said he covered Dunbar until
Officer Hibbard arrived and was able to secure Dunbar in handcuffs.

For complete details of th’yefénti;re interviéw fefer to the transcript.
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INTERVIEW WITH OFC. SANCHO LOPEZ
Q=Det. Mike Medlcl -
Q1=Det. Ron Sanfilippo
Q2=Kasey A. Castillo, . "
A=Ofc. Sancho Lopéz . -

Okay. This is Detectlve M1ke Med1c1 We are at the Magnoha conference
room. It is Thursday, uh, March 1, 11: 05 am. This investigation is under
Police Report Number P as in Paul 12030492, Um, I’'m here with Officer
Sancho Lopez uh, attorney. Kasey Castillo from Lackie, Demmeier and
McGill.“DA’s office is Sam Shouka, uh, (Ricky) Fuentes and I am Detective
Mike Medici again w1th Detecuve Ron Sanfilippo. Yes, let’s go ahead and

put your statement on ‘record.

S Okay Thank you. Um,: Ofﬁcer Lopez is here in compliance with, uh, Section

4.8 of the police departrnent s rules and regulations and he wants to make
clear that'by complying with this, uh, code section that he is not waiving any

‘ofhis statutory federal or constitutional rights to include his peace officer
rlghts

Okay.. All‘iright. Sancho, what I’m going to do is I think Ron and I will kind

of let'you just narrate the events that occurred tonight and then we’ll ask some
questions and kind of tweak it a little bit as - as we need. Let me get some of

~the particulars out of the way like your ID number.

1011,

You are obviously employed with the Riverside Police Department. How
long have you been employed?

Eleven years.
Okay. All with RPD?
Yes.

Any other agencies?



r—

46
47
43
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
U/
68
69
70
71
72

7300
74,

75
76

TY"
78 .

79
80
81

82 .

83
84
85
86
87

ot

90

>

ol e R A e R S A T~ v = <

INTERVIEW WITH OFC. SANCHO LOPEZ
Interviewer: Det. Mike Medici
03-01-2012/11:05 am

Case # P12-030492

Page 2

No.
Okay. Are you a, uh, training officer?
I am.

Okay. And tonight you had a trainee with Sf’ou?

Yes, I did.

And who was that?

Officer (Brett) POI’te‘;,,’ "

Okay. So (Brett) POﬁer and th1s 1sPhase what:‘f:‘dkr him?
Two. - : F

Two, okay. Howlonghas he been Swith you?

; Uh, this woulid‘fﬁe‘om third day. |

Okay.. Andyou guys are 6bvi0usly in the same patrol car. Do you remember

‘what unit that is?

1 believe it ,waé 3908.
@ And youyr‘ désignator tonight?
Adam 315.

" You guys are graveyard?

Correct.

Um, okay. And a little bit about your gear and so forth to get that out of the
way. I know your weapons were charted and so forth. You carry a backup?

No, I do not.
Okay. So you had no backup weapon on you tonight. I won’t get into the
charting. That’s something that we’ll have reports on. Uh, typically you carry

how many extra magazines on you?

The two extra magazines.
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Okay. So that is your normal procedure, you had two with you tonight?
Correct.

All that has been charted by another detective,‘ ’I’ think Detectlve (Smithy);,ﬁﬁir'ii‘ght?

Yes.
Um, no other forms of weapons that that.you carry, what you normally carry
is what you had on you and 1t ‘was no backup left and it was your primary
weapon? >

Correct.

Okay. All r1ght um, you’re in a marked pohce umform youwereina- I
assume - well; T saw it, so'L don’t have to assume, the - the patrol car is
obv1ously a full ﬂedged ‘marked patrol unit. Um, light bar, siren..

full gear, everythmg like that so there’s no question you guys were operating
in the capacu:y of pohce officers tonight, uh, correct?

:,C,ercct.

: ’Okiay. A11'~fight; so, um, let’s just - take us through the sequence of events,
7 how - you know, right up to the shooting and we’ll just go from there, okay?

Umy; Officer Porter was driving. We were on Lincoln. We were traveling

¢ westbound on Lincoln when the, uh, suspect vehicle was approaching us
" head-on, going eastbound. Uh, as we approached the car our lights reflected

off their front plate, which had a - I’'m not sure what it is, it’s a tape or a
plastic covering of some sort that a lot of people have been doing it recently to
cover as far as the anti-reflection material to dodge the camera - the license
plate reader lights, stuff like that. Anyway, you can’t read the license plate.
So, having seen the obstruction I told Officer Porter turn around and stop that
car. We made a U-turn. We followed - we caught up to the vehicle and by
the time we caught up to the vehicle the - the vehicle was making a
northbound turn, left-hand turn to turn north onto Anna. Once he had made
the - the turn we activated our lights, full light bar. Uh, the vehicle then
slowed and then stopped in the middle of the lane, in the right-hand side lane,
instead of pulling over to the side of the road. Um, we got out of the car.
Officer Porter made contact with the driver. I approached from the passenger
side. Officer Porter began to speak with the driver and I noticed immediately
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that they were - the driver was signing to the passenger in what appeared to be
sign language. Um, I thought it - to me at the time it seemed like kind of odd
because the passenger was also speaking to the driver.; So I didn’t understand
exactly what was going on, it was becoming - I was beginning to feel more <
and more uncomfortable with the situation because I didn’t know'if they were
playing a game with us or what - what exactly the circumstances were. At "

that time I think - I believe - I believe I told Officer Porter to pull the pa-
driver out of the vehicle. Officer Porterdid so. Uh, once he had removed the
driver from the vehicle and I could kind of see through the window that he

was - had him somewhat securéd and was patting him down or what appeared
to be like he was patting him‘down. I then began to speak with the passenger.
And I asked the passenger if he could translate for the driver, if he signed. He
said, yes, a little. Iwas like can you translate for the driver, he said, yes, he
could. Said, okay, go.ahead and step out of the vehicle for me. Um, [ believe
I opened the door Tcan’t remember if he opened the door or if I opened the
door. ,

Okay

But before I got 1 the door all the: way open he turned to face his body toward
«~me and then stood up beforel got a chance to grab onto him so he was facing
““~me. At that point I again.fried to grab onto his arm to - to turn him away from

me. LthinkT managed to grab onto his sleeve or sweatshirt or something and

_then he rmmedlately took off. I followed in foot pursuit. I put out that I was
“linfoot pursuit, I'believe I put out a suspect description. Um, we ran

approximately about 50 yards, maybe.

4 Okay. ‘, 4

At whlch point he made a - he turned left - oh, I’'m sorry. During the time he

__Cwas running, um, he wasn’t pumping his arms. He had his arms tucked inside
~ . his waistband. I could see his arms - his hands inside of his - or I couldn’t see

his hands, but I could see that his hands were concealed inside his waistband.
So when he turned, he had his hands out now, and he was making or
attempting to jump over the wall, south from our - where our vehicle was,
which was now - he was now going, running, west again - I’m sorry, east
again, now running east again. As he started to jump over the wall I could see
a chrome silver object in his hand and I heard it hit the top of the wall. When
he put his hands on top of the wall I could hear the - the gun hit the top of the
wall, the - the clanking noise, at which point I drew my weapon and by that
time he was already over the fence. Um, knowing that he had the gun I didn’t
want to go over the fence directly where he went over so I believe I - I'm not
sure how far - much further north at that point of the fence that I went over,
but I tried to scooch down a little bit further down the fence line and lifted
myself up over the fence. And at that point I could see - I could clearly see
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the gun now in his hand and he was turning to look back at where he had just
jumped over the fence, I believe to see where I was at, ~At that point - at that
point I fired the first volley, um, I don’t know how many rounds I fired.

Okay.

Two, three maybe, I don’t know. Um, he went down. Uh, he fell kind. of on
his side, almost on his stomach, but he was still propped up a little blt on his
right side. The gun had fallen, but it was now dlrectly right next to his head.
Um, I yelled some commands, don’t move; um, I.don’t remember exactly
what he said, I think somethmg along the lines'of you shot me or somethlng
Uh, he then reached for the-gun. I fired the second volley. I wasn’t going to
take a chance for him. to’- to shoot me a-a second time. I fired a second
volley. Um, at which pomt he - I’m not sure - not sure if T hit him or not, but
he stopped reaching and at that point he kind-of rolled over more, still on his
right side, but' more so onto his back. Uh, at that point I realized that I had - I
don’t knowifI - my radio came on when I'was hitting the wall or if I had
dropped it when I was trying to put it back in, my - my holster - I didn’t have
my radio. Um, I then looked over and noticed that Officer Porter was now
standlng south of where I was on'the wall. [ instructed Officer Porter to cover

~the suspect, which he did. Ithen climbed over the wall, the rest of the way
« wsover the wall, Uh, approa;ched the suspect. I - with my shoe I moved the

gun out.of --out of the way so it was out of his reach. And I covered him until
Lbelieve it was Officer Hibbard who showed up first who placed handcuffs on

-the suspect.

- ,Okay At th1s pomt anything else before we ask a couple of things?

I can’t ,remember anything else right now.

K\ Okéy. If - if it comes to you we’ll certainly talk about it, okay? Um, you
* . ‘mentioned initially the license plate. That’s the PC for the stop, you couldn’t

read the front plate?
The obstruction, yes.
Okay. Did you have any - did you recognize the car from anywhere?

I had seen a - I’m not certain, but I believe it was the same van that I had seen
earlier in the evening in CB.

Okay. Um, was there a concern, what was the call in CB, I mean...

There wasn’t a call. We were driving - we were proactive patrol through Casa
Blanca.
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Okay.

I saw a gentleman walking away from that van. I beheve we ran the plate at ? o
the time. It didn’t come back stolen or anything ¢lse, so we continued on our
patrol. And he had walked into a house near where he had been parked

All right, so, um, you think you might have seen the car earlrer in the day, the
plate was obstructed, do you know 1f uh, anybody actually ran the plate, you

or your partner?

I - I couldn’t be certain. I beheve we ran the plate at the trme You mean
when it was parked, r1ght‘7 Pl g

Well...

In CB?

No. Let me - let me! clean that up,” As as you were, uh - you told your

partner 1 guess ! to turn around, uh and - and get behind the car..

AN Yes.

.S, that eOrrect‘?

Yes 7

'kAt any. time did you or your partner, if you know, radio dispatch and run the

license plate?

-] believe we did in our car.

Okay. Um, do you know if that was you or your partner...

L...

...or do you not know?

I don’t remember.

Okay. And that’s fine. 1-1-1d actually rather you just say you don’t know
if you don’t. 1don’t want you to guess, okay? Um, you - you, uh - your

partner pulls behind this vehicle - what’s your perception, is - is he - does he
know you’re there, the - the driver of that car?
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1 don’t know.

Okay. Was there anythmg in the vehicle that concerned you'? Was there
movements, was there, um.. : o

Oh, I’'m sorry. Do you mean did he know thawe were behmdhlrn‘? R
Yeah. Was there an evasive tactic Was“t"hyere anythmg |
...like that?

Maybe - maybe. He' sped it appeared as though he had sped up when we
made our U- turn. ’

Okay. Ac,eelﬁerated a little bi . @

Yes. "

.um, not to thepomt of apursuit.
No.

Um,‘;wais'there 7$pri6r to you or your partner getting out of the car and actually

making the traffic stop, was there any kind of communication or something

- .going on in the car that concerned you? Reaching, talking to each other...
I couldﬁ’t...
%, or rubbernecking...

" I couldn’t see in the vehicle very well.

Okay. Who lights up the car to get it to stop?

I did.

And what was the reaction? Did they stop right away?
They stopped, yes.

Just kind of oddly I guess...

Yes.
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...in - in your terms, it was parked more in the middle of the street as opposed
to...

Right. He stopped right where he was at instead of pulling;oyer.’f: 4

And you put that stop out?

I believe my - I believe Officer - Ofﬁcer Porter put out the stop Our location
(unintelligible)... % ;

Okay.
...and that we were makmg the trafﬁc stop
What was the next thing that happened after he pulled over?

We - that s when we began we got out and approached the vehicle.

,Okay And you sald at one point you thought the passenger might have been
. saylng somethmg to the drlver?

Yes. .
Was itsign languagé or was he actually communicating?

& _Both. He was using words. He was speaking to the driver and using his
"¢ hands at the same time.

Where were you standing when that occurred?

Directly at the B pillar, the passenger side door.

Okay.

So I could see into the vehicle, I could see the passenger and I could see the
driver.

Was it more of a - of a loud conversation or was he whispering or was there
anything unusual about it?

A norm- like we’re having right now, a normal conversation.

What was being said if you know?
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I don’t remember.
Any context that you remember?
No.

All right. So just communication...

Yes.
...to the driver?
Yes.

Um, you mentloned at at some pomt in time, that you knew that the driver
was 51gn1ng nght? Did you see him makmg signs?

It appeared as though that they were 31gn1ng to each other.

A‘lljirlght. Wha!t_,_-fwhat d1d thatkt,e;ll you, what did that mean to you?

S “I’thought Ihaf maybe onebfthe subjects or both of the subjects were deaf.

Okay So then at one pomt in time you asked the passenger if in fact he could

‘communicate wrth the driver, this was after the driver was pulled out of the
car? ‘

" Yes. W

Okay. And why was the driver removed?

When [ - when we approached the vehicle and they began to sign, I originally

be- thought that - that maybe he wasn’t deaf however, like I said before he
was - began to speak to...

Excuse me.

Bless you.

Thank you.

He began to speak to the driver. So, I - the hair kind of stood up on the back

of my neck, something not right, he’s speaking to him, they’re - I think
they’re playing with us. They’re...



406
407
408
409
410
411
412
413
414
415
416
417
418
419
420

421 A

422
423
424
425

and

428 Q:

429
430

432
434
435
436

439

441
442
443
444
445
446

447 A

450

xR 2 R

>

Bl A

A
2

459 N ’
S ¢

INTERVIEW WITH OFC. SANCHO LOPEZ
Interviewer: Det. Mike Medici
03-01-2012/11:05 am

Case # P12-030492

Page 10

Okay. So, in your mind, is it fair to say it was more of an officer safety issue?
Yes. Absolutely.

Okay. Um, so Officer Porter does that, he takesthe driver Omofthe r 2
Yes. G, e B

And then is your intention to take the passenger out 1 thmk you sald because
you thought he signed as if to help commumcate? .

I asked him orlglnally, yes “Can you commumcate w1th the driver.”
Okay. So that’s the redson you wanted h1m out of the car?

I also - again; they re coming out of a high. gang, drug infested area. Um, [
immediately notice that the passenger had a tattoo tattooed on his hand,
identifying him as a - a,fgang member: .So my - | had a little si- little, uh,
heightened sense of awareness I felt - at the time I felt it was more prudent,
safer for us if we removed ‘em both from the vehicle to get them to

-!’communlcate so we where we could safely see them and...

Um, let’s talk about Just some of your experience with - with gangs. Now
yeu re not a gang efﬁcer correct?

0, I m not no

Okay But let me ask you this based on your experience. If I had the word
-attooed across my hand, is that - is that something that would be normal?

| Okay. Well, I mean...

For a gang member.

Okay. So you recognize-as being a gang member, uh, and typically in
gangs, if you know - maybe you don’t know the answer to this and if you
don’t tell me. If I was not a [Jfjnd I put flllon my hand, is that a good
thing for me?

No.

Okay. Typically what - what would happen based on your experience?
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Other gang members would come to identify which set of gang you belong to.
If you cannot - if you’re not affiliated or associated with those other - with the
[l cang members then they would probably j Jump you, beat you up

Okay. So based on your experience in law enforcement to seea -tattoo -
on somebody is an indicator that quite hkely he could be a gang memb‘ LS
that fair? : & o \

Yes.

All rlght Um, so this stuff and kkand you know we’ve -it’s been a long time,
but we’ve all been on patrol and these things‘are all running through your
mind at a pretty rapld pace. You ve. gotta p1ece all ‘this stuff together, right?

Yes.

So you - you ‘you have the drlver pulled out and now your responsibility as -
as a partner officer, uh on that 51de of the car is to contain the passenger,
correet? - ‘

; Comfrect

All rlght So, um, as you re takmg him out of the car he’s complying at this
p01nt‘7

Yes )
Y :‘k'Do yow:see any handgun at this point?
No;

T Al right. What is his behavior as you ask him to get out of the car, is there

any change?
No.

All right. Um, how would you describe his demeanor, if you will, during this
whole contact?

He seemed relaxed at the time. He didn’t seem that he was...
Okay.

...nervous or anything.
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496 Q: So then as he steps out of the car, does he face you or do you direct him one
497 way or another?

498 5 4

499 A: No, he faced me. He turned his body before he even got out of the Vehlcle
500

501 Q: Okay. So he’s facing you, um, how soon after he actually puts hlS feet on the
502 ground does he take off running? ‘ » ;

503 N

504 A Two seconds, maybe, not even that maybe.

505 g Wy ¢

506 Q: Okay. So it’s a quick...

507

508 A Yes.

510 Q: ..thing? Um, did he - did he have to move you out of the way, push you...
511 5

512 A: No.

514 Q: Okay Um he runs do you gwe commands” Tell him to stop, anything like
515 ,, that‘? 5 ,

ool A 3 o] don tbelleve I d1d

518

519 Q: Okay But you do put 1t out on the radio?

520 ,,

521 Ad , Correct

522 e £ 4 5

523°.Q: " How far ahead of you do you think he gets as you’re running after him?
524 Ty ¥

525 A, I’d say no more than 15, 20 feet. Approximately 15, 20 feet.

526 Y

5270 Q: = ~ ~ So as soon as - as soon as he runs you run?

528

529 A Correct.

530 R

531 Q. And then you said, I think, about 50 yards or so before he changes his

532 . direction?

533

534 A Approximately, yes.

535

536 Q: Okay. And you ultimately end up in a - in a yard and we’ll get there, but how
537 do you get there, there’s a - there’s a perimeter wall on that street?

,’TAQ

-2 A Yes. That whole side of that, um, complex, I think they’re condominiums, is

540 entirely walled off.



INTERVIEW WITH OFC. SANCHO LOPEZ
Interviewer: Det. Mike Medici
03-01-2012/11:05 am

Case # P12-030492

Page 13
541
542 Q: Okay. So he runs to the point of that wall - did - can you descrlbe that wall,
543 um, I mean, is it tall, short... .
544 N ;
545 A It’s about a six-foot brick wall. It’s covered in: plaster I beheve or whatever
546 that stuff is. , ~ ~ ;
547
548 Q: Uh, stucco?
549
550 A Stucco.
551
552 Q: Okay.
553
554 A (Unmtelhglble)
555 ' :
556  Q: So, is he confused or does he go rlght to that wall‘7
557
558 A No, he tumed he made an 1mmed1ate turn and headed over that wall.
559 : :
Sﬂ) Q: ,Okay So he S- he 'S cllmbmg that wall he’s jumping over the wall?
S0z A S Correct.
564 Q47 And are you aware at the time, I know you know now, but then, do you know
565 go ‘where that wall leads?
567 A ¢ .No, Idid not.
569 Q: . Okay:- Do you know whether it’s residential, a business, a field?
570 ' o
5711 A N I =1 knew that there were residences there, yes.
5724 "
573 0 Q: Okay. So you did have knowledge that that’s heading into a residential...
574
575 A:r ¢ Area.
576 ..
577 .Q: ...area?
578
579 A Yes.
580
581 Q: Um, then he scales the wall, does he go over it completely?
582
“ A Yes.
oo
585 Q: Okay. And at - at the wall is when you hear the clank of a metal object?
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Correct.
And that’s actually before he goes over it?

Correct.

So kind of at what point do you ﬁrst see the gun m;hl’

and, priot to,' the wall
or on the wall? s &

I don’t believe I saw it until it hit the wall. J Iﬁheai:'kd’ the clank and I could see -
I looked and could see the gun in his: hand on the wall

But he is maklng hlS hands are tucked at one pmnt you said?

While he was 'runmng

How far from the wall do you think was hlS hands tucked? I mean, a ways or
Just prlor to gettlng to the wall?

| Would say about halfway between the distance between from where we
« wostarted runnlng to Where he jumped over the wall.

And is thlS hand motlon to hi- what - what side, left side, right side...

It was both hands ‘both hands were tucked into his waistband area.

S Okay., And you re pointing to almost center of your beltline?

Yes:

Okay. And how long do you think those hands remained there?

A couple of seconds maybe.

From the length of time it took to get - if this run is halfway approximately to
the wall, can you estimate the feet from the time he tucked his hands until he
got to the wall?

That would be difficult to estimate I could guess

Okay. Well don’t guess, then. Um, from the - from that point where he
tucked his hands, did he keep his hands tucked until he got to the wall?
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And when he tur- I believe he pulled his hands out at the point where he
turned to jump over the wall. ;

Okay. When he moves his hands to his waistband 1 reahze there s a gamut of
things that you could be thinking of, what are you thmkmg 0f’7

I was thinking that he had a gun or somethmg h1dden 1n there elther drugs or
a gun or something. S .

Um, when did you first draw your weapom '/

I don’t believe - I don’t beheve I drew my Weapon un‘ul 1 heard the clank on
the wall. ) B

Okay. So you had ¢oncerns thathe was reach,iur‘igfﬁfor possibly a gun?
Yes.

Um, he was still runnlngaway from you?

; f'ﬁ'k'Ye's.'

Handsktofhi_sivaistbana?‘ .

Yese.

7 ’kWh’en he ;gof to the wall, um, describe kind of what happens, does he free his
"% hands,jump up...

He turns, [ see - I could see his, I believe it was his left arm come out, nothing

~imhis left arm.

Okay.

And then as he lunges up onto the top of the wall I could - again, I could hear
the clank, I could see the object in his hand and then he immediately goes over.

Okay. Um, what’s the next thing you do then after he goes over? You lose
sight of him for a second.

Lose sight of him for a second, yes.
Okay. Um, you said you moved, I guess it would be a little bit more south?

North.
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North?
Yes.
Okay. So if I’'m looking at that wall from the street just dlrecttonally from a
left or right standpoint, do - are you left of him gomg over the wall or: rlght of
him? Y -
Left of him.
Okay. So you go over the wall a few feet lefi of him...
Correct.

..or north, do you look ﬁrst over the wall’7 :'

I already had my gun out At that pomt I already had my - I know I had my
weapon-out because [ had to push myself up over the wall and then hold

” myself up w1th Just my one arm.,

S Okay So are your feet kmd of actually dangling if you will?

And you’re ju'St ’Br‘aced with your left arm?

Correc;,t., }

When do you see him again?

immediately. As soon as | - as soon as my head pops up over the wall I can

see him standing about - about midway in the yard, about in the middle of the
yard. I can clearly see him turning, looking and he had the gun in his right
hand.

And is it at that point you define it as a gun?

Yes.

Okay. And is that the first point you were able to actually define it as a gun?

That I was 100% certain that it was a gun, yes.

[ mean, clearly you thought gun when it hit the wall?
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Correct.

Um, is the impression I’'m getting from you, but... « -

Yes. *

...you actually physically saw that it was"a éun whenhewas in the yard'?
Yes. | | r Pl

Okay. So what - what hand is he holdmg thlS 1n‘7

It was his rlght hand 8

AndIsa-1 saw the courtyard Ron was there 100. I think we saw that - that

yard area. ‘Can you describe it again, if I- if I’'m talking in feet, approximately
how long that yard is, 1f you know‘? )

’The yard is about I Would say 20 approx1mately 20 to 25 feet long.

S Okay

Um, where I came over 'the wall originally I believe I was almost - there’s a

little- small covered patio area, I think there’s like a lattice type round wooden,
uh; uh, like a roof.

' Okay. b

Umy there was a patio light, um, where I went over I believe I was just - the

¢ beams that hold up the patio, there’s...

Was the light on or off?

The light was on. The beams that hold up the patio, there was - they’re set in
the concrete as part of the patio and I believe I was just, uh - just - if you’re -
again, if you’re on the street facing the wall...

Yeah.

...you gotta go over the wall and just - just left of those beams.

Okay. Um, which would have put him over to your right?

Right, correct. In the grass.
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In the grass area?
I’'m sorry, I should have clarified. The rest of the - the rest of the yard is grass.

Okay. Um, light was on. How was your visibility, could yousee him?/. |

I could see him, yes.

Okay. Clearly you saw it was d gun?
Yes.
You descrlbed it but tell me agam what What d the gun look like?

It was a - well do you want me to tell you what it looked like at the time or
afterward‘7

U, at- - well, at the. b

At the t1me

Now you know what it looks like...

...but was-it-consistent?

Yes, at the time it was a full-sized, um, chrome or steel silver han-
semiautomatic handgun.

Okay. In his right hand. And then you describe him turned towards you, what

- tell me about that.

He was looking - I wouldn’t say completely turned, maybe a quarter turn, he
was looking over his shoulder back at the point of the fence where - where he
had come over.

Okay.

So because he was turned I could see the gun in front of him, clearly in front
of him.

Okay. Um, was he still advancing to get out of the yard or was he stopped?
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810 A It didn’t appear so. It appeared as though he was stopped.

811 -

812 Q: Did he say anything?

813

814 A No, he did not.

815

816 Q: At what point did he see you?

817

818 A: I don’t know if he did.

820 Q: Okay. Um, so at that point where you see hiniin the yard and he’s holding
821 the gun in his right hand and he shghtly turns, do you issue a command, do
822 you just fire, what do.you'do? g 5

823 ,

824 A I fired.

825

826 Q: Okay. Umy the position‘of his body that s facmg you, do you know what you
827 ﬁred or what your target was? :

828 -

829 A: r m sorry

-r R

el Q: 5, ‘Front back

832

833 A Slde hlS left 31de and back

834

835 Qu. Okay Um why d1d you feel the need to fire at that point?

836 7 g ;

837« A: Gl At thatpomt I realized he was probably waiting for me to come over the wall
838~ . sohecould shoot me and kill me.

839 e

840 Q: ~.Okay. Um, you fire how many rounds, do you know?

84175 "y »

847 A: I don’t know. I was - I would - two, three...

843

844 Q: - Okay. Quick succession? I - were they...

845 R

846 A Yes.

ga7 ©

848 Q: ...boom, boom, boom...

849

850 A Rapid succession.

851

gL Q: ...OT...

. 2

854 A Boom, boom, boom, yes.
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Okay. Um, two or three shots?
Two or three shots, yes.

Was there a pause then?

Yes, there was.
Okay. And - and what occungd in :'that pausep Whathappenedo -
That’s when he goes down. 3 : w .

Okay. "

[can see the gufl come out andSothat gun 1Snow right next to his head.

On the grduﬁd?

Onthe ground o

Um, égain, he’s on 'hi'sﬁfight side kind of almost on his stomach. I yelled
.c_qmmands for,’h'im to not to move. Um...

- ; Frdm the:same position you’re in on the wall?

From thé same position, I’m still holding myself up on the wall. Um, I don’t
remember exactly what I said, I just remember giving commands for him not

__(“tomove. At that point again, he reaches for the gun. As he’s reaching for the
~ » gun I fired a second volley.

Does he reach - you’re - you’re - which hand?
I believe it was his left hand.

Okay. So he reaches for the gun again after you give him commands, how
many more shots do you think?

Two to three more sho- two or three more rounds.
Okay. Another two or three rounds?

Yes.
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Um, how far from the wall is he, from - from your posrtlon on the wall how
far is he? ‘

He’s now on the other side of this yard. So, 20 25 feet maybe
So for the first volley of shots how far do you th1nk he is away from you’7
Ten, 15 feet maybe. ’

Okay. And then second volley of shots he s rnoved and - and now he’s
another ten feet away, so he s about 20 feet‘? X

Approxrmately, yes

Okay. After the second Volley What does he do what are his movements,
what happens next‘? o

He then- rolls a httle blt to hrs almost onto his back. He’s still on his right
side, but rolled over a little more so now his - his chest - the front of his

~body’s a l1ttl,e_more exposed:.
Okay. : /

Agam aga1n T issue more commands not to move. He’s still alive. He’s still

talking. 1tell him, “Don’t move.” Um, those were - and then he just laid

" _ there until:we took him into custody.

Okay.f‘,Um, at one point I guess you jumped the wall?

~.Correct.

Tell me about that sequence.

Um, after the second volley and after I issued some more commands, I then
notice that Officer Porter was to the - to the right of me further down.
(Unintelligible) to the front of me further down the wall and he was looking
over the wall.

Trying to find you?
No, I think he was trying to find the suspect.

Okay.
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He could see me. [ was - my whole body was still on this side of..
Okay.
...on the Anna side of the wall.

Okay.

Um, I told him to draw and cover the suspect 50 that I could get 1nto the
backyard to move - move the gun '

So when he does that Where is he standmg in relat1on to you Officer Porter?

He’s standing to my" rlght almost all the way at the the end of the yard where
the - where the next re31dency 1 B, :

Okay. Youtell hlm‘:ﬁto cover?

Yes,

L And then at thaitpdint is when‘y’ou hopped the wall?

Corre”’ct:”:;” 9

Allrlght And ,th“en‘:your next move is what, what do you do next?

a1 approach_the suspect to keep him covered. Once I get to him I moved the -
"« the weapon that’s next to his head still.

Okay.

I move it with my foot out of his reach and I hold cover on him until Officer

Hibbard arrived.

Do you remember, um, where the gun ultimately came to rest in that planter, it
was kind of a dirt area? If you don’t that’s fine.

It was - it was right along the edge of the wall, by the edge...
By the...
...edge of the wall.

By the far wall?
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Right.

Okay. How far did you actually have to move back upbe

Three, maybe - I wouldn’t even say four feet ~ apij‘roximate:lﬁﬁynit:ﬁls'éié feet.‘l ¥
Okay. And you just did that with your footto get it outofthe Way?, /
Correct. N W |

Did anybody handcuff the susﬁécf?

Officer Hibbard handcuffed fhe suspect

All right. And when did H1bbardarr1ve‘7

Maybe 30 séCb"nds to a mmute épproximii?téiy’maybe, after that.

Sordid’ ‘you hold coveruntll other. Ofﬁéérs arrived?

- Correct, yes.|

And wasiHib'bard the ﬁrst officer that arrived...

Tbelieve so..

" ...if you remember?

...yes: ‘He was the first officer that I saw who was in the yard with me.

s Okay Um, then the suspect’s handcuffed?

1 Yes.

By what you believe is Hibbard, correct?
Yes.

Okay. Things like the medical aide and - and shots fired and - and, you know,
notification stuff, who - who made those?

I - again, because I realized I had lost my radio, I was - when I was also giving
commands to the suspect not to move I was also giving commands to my - to
Officer Porter to, uh - I told him to tell ‘em, shots fired, uh, the subject was
down. Idon’t believe I specifically asked for medical.
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1035
1036 Q: Okay. Do you know if that was done one way or another?
1037 5)
1038 A: Uh, I know medical aide arrived.
1039 ' Lo
1040 Q: Okay. Um, suspect’s in custody, he’s handcuffed what -happeris next?.
1041 o
1042 A: Um, once he’s - was secure, I can’t say. removed myself 1 Just stepped away
1043 from the scene and waited for superv151on to show up sSO'we could discuss the
1044 - the, uh, public safety concerns..
1046 Q: Okay. Um, did you look at 4l at the condition of the gun ‘um, was it loaded,
1047 things like that... A W ,
1048
1049 A No, I did not. .~
1050 Ko,
1051 Q: ...do you know one way:ot another?
1053 A: No.. ¢
1054 o
s Q: Okay. Was thefe any civilian witnesses that you observed out there?
1uu6 -
1057 A: I do not beheve so, no
1058 ¢
1059 Q@ < :.W- we know now there s an actual homeowner that owns that property. Did
1060 Ry S ~ heever come-out?
1061 & s
1062 “A: " Not during the incident, no.
1063~
1064 To your knowledge...
1065 . o
10667 A: -~ No.
1067 ,s
1068 Q. o During the incident?
1069 N
1070 A Not to my knowledge.
1071 .
1072 ©Q: Okay. So the only - the only people that actually saw the incident was you,
1073 your partner, and then later Hibbard handcuffs and things like that?
1074
1075 A Correct.
1076
=7 Q Okay. Um, Ron, while I re-group?

1078
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Just a couple things. Going back to the, uh - when he started running and stuff,
do you remember, um, at what point you lost your radio? I think,Mike went
over it but do you remember - you put it out that youﬁj’Were in foQt' pursuit...
Yes.

Do you remember trying putting it back 'in': your belt\;‘a“t“theitf‘fpoint or..l

Right. Correct. I remember putt1ng out that we were in foot pursult in the
southbound Anna. , .y

Mm-hm.
And [ remember putting out the descnptlon of ,theféuspect.
Mm-hm.

And then I I don’t know 1f I missed my holster when [ was putting it back or
if it Came out whenI was trylng to Jump the wall. T-1don’t...

,;;Were you guys runnmg on that grass ared or...
Yes.
‘oronthe sidewalk?

”_Onthe grass area, yes.

Grass area. How about flashlight, did you...

& ~’ers’, I lost my flashlight, too.

~ Lost your flashlight...

(Unintelligible)...

...is that your flashlight out there then?
Yeah.

Okay.

(Unintelligible).
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Okay. Did you see anything - was he discarding any clothrng or anything
while he was running, did you see..

Shoes.

You seen some shoes come off him?

He ran right out of his shoes.

Okay. At that point were they - were they Just uh do you remember the
shoes, sneakers or anything or just clothes

I saw shoes in the grass I couldn t tell you what klnd of shoes they were.
Do you rem- what was hlS uh clothlng?

He had a black hoodie, baggy hoodle sweatshlrt on. Um, I believe he had a
black um, like a doo-rag and dark e1ther black or dark blue jeans.

” Okay'. Um, let’s ~s~ee. You hadyour recorder going during this time or do
< you... 5 ;

Idid r,klot,yéctiﬁate my recorder until - until after I cleared the wall.

QkaySo when ‘}?od went into the yard that’s when you turned it on?

¥ _Yes.

Okay: iNow Mike asked you about the first volley, you said you were like 10
to 15 feet away when you - when you shot.

" _"Approximately, yes.

And then you said he went down?
Correct.

Right? Did he stumble to another area because then you said the second
volley was like 20, 25, did he stumble like ten feet before he went down then?

I couldn’t tell you for certain.

Okay.
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I know that when I fired the first volley he was approx1mately middle of the
yard.

Okay.

And when I fired the second volley he was already by the other end of the
wall. .

Okay. And at first you said that - was it hke 15 feet or you sa1d somethmg
like that the first volley... g, 1

The first volley about 10, 15 feet away from the wall yes |

Okay. And, um, what were you - what when you ﬁrst got - from the time
you got out of that ¢car and he started running.- when he got out of the car and
started running to the time of the shootlng, what was going through your mind
step-by-step?. I mean, when you were running what were you thinking at that
point and when you got to the wall what were you thinking? I mean, can you
tell me - if you remember can you kind of let us know what was going through

your mind at that pomt‘?

o 'Yes when he ‘was - when he was running - when he reached in for his

waistband I.was, agam concerned that he had, you know, a gun, drugs,

fsomethlng
Ok;ay.

"2+ Um, there was no - you’ve seen the scene, there was no availability of cover

for anythmg else out there.

@ nght

Um, I don’t believe I drew my weapon, but I think I - I think I placed my hand

on my gun, but I don’t think I drew, but I think at that point he - when he
turned I knew he was going over the wall, so I left my weapon holstered.
However, when he hit the wall and I heard the clank and I could see the object
in his hand, at that point I - T immediately drew my weapon. Iknew that most
likely a gun and I knew that...

What were you thinking at that point? What was...

Well, then at that point I was, uh - I was more scared because at that point
once he got over the wall I - it was as brick wall. I can’t see through the wall...

Right.
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...I didn’t know what was on the other side of the wall.-,

Mm-hm.

I didn’t know what he was doing on the other side of the wall Ifhe was
going to continue to run or if he was gomg to lay in wa1t for me. I dldn t
know. ; :

Okay. Okay. So then you decided to make like: a quick peek or something, is
that what you were going to'dojust to make sure that where he was at or kind
of get an idea for your own safety or., '

Um...

What made you go up over that wall to look whlle he’s..

I wanted to see - I wanted to see where - 1f he - if he had, you know, if he
contmued runmng or - or what - what what actions he had taken.

o Okay Then when you ﬁrst went up - that’s when you see him in the middle
+ woof the yard 4 %

L tmmedlately saw h1m w1th the gun. I felt that he was waiting for me to come

,over the wall

To - tojy try to shoot me and at that point I wasn’t taking any chances.

€ Okay So, fear for your safety you basically - you shot?

“:'Ye&

Okay. And when - did you ever go back down below the wall or did you stay
above the wall the whole time?

I stayed above the wall the whole time.

Okay. Anything else on your feelings or anything or anything like that, what
you felt or while you were running or anything or that would ba- basically -
any actions on his part - I know he was running away from you, but how far

away were you at the farthest point from him?

I would say approximately no more than 20 feet.
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Twenty feet. And even when he got to the wall when you - when you saw the,
uh, silver object in his hand that we know is a gun how far were you away,
about the same 20 feet? :

About the same.

Okay.

When - well, just - just a quick. thlng Umy when you when he went over the
wall, you lose sight of h1m for a, uh, split: second I guess

Yes.
How - how - estimate'the tlme ISIt literally a qu1ck second?
[ would say a second No more than two seconds

Okay. And and. tactlcally you changed positions. Why would you do that?
Why. do you - Why do you thmk of things like that, move to a different

. position...

I knew. thé,t; if 'he was runnlng away from me and I went over the wall at the
same place that he-went over the wall that he would have an easier target. I'd

‘make an easy target for him.

v Okay.

Like T krn'o’ved positions hoping that I would gain some advantage and kind of
surprise him a little bit.

Okay. And - and was that - again, so I’'m clear in my mind, you changed

posit- positions, is that, uh - is that a one second thing, a three second thing,
how - how long before you actually looked over the wall?

The - the time between where he went over the wall and where I went over the
wall I would say approximately no more than two seconds.

Okay. And your tactical decision apparently worked because he was looking
in the direction you weren’t, correct?

Correct.

And then from that point on I think Ron cleared it up, you never came back
down, you always kept eyes on him?
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Correct.
Anything else we’re not, uh - we haven’t touched on that you rmght want to<,
I know there’s so many things running through your mind and you’ll probably
remember, we can take a break if you want t0‘and we - give you a couple of
minutes to regroup yourself. There may be some things that you may:.
remember or somethlng or maybe not; maybe you’ve covered it all because,
you know, you’ve done a fairly good job of descrlbmg everythmg It’s just a
lot thrown at you. But if you ¢ can remember somethmg, Just

You ever seen this guy before‘?

I’ve never seen thls‘guy befqﬁrﬁe. §

Either one of ‘em‘?

I don’t know. I mean, lt’s- in the darkl- I couldn’t identify who he was.

Okay

5, ’fI dldn t rec- 1mmed1ately recognlze him, no.
What iar?a were you ’guys working, what - what is that A-315?
Uh, my, uh, 1ts

© Central?

Central and it’s - CB is my area.

Okay.

Casa Blanca’s my area to cover

Okay. How long have you been an FTO?

Oh, God. I was - (unintelligible) like two-and-a-half years on, so...
You’ve been doing it for a while then?

Eight years. Eight plus years.

Um, break?
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Yeah, we can take a quick break and...
(Unintelligible)...
(Unintelligible)...

Um, 'm going to break at, uh, 11:46. Okay. We are back on the record. It’s
11:55. Sancho, I just have, um, one kind of question to clear up. /This is more
of a general knowledge question, umm; so don’t look at me like I'm crazy.
You’re a police officer, um, when - when~in this case, this guy gets out of the
car and he runs from you, wh- what’s in your head, why do you chase
somebody that’s runnmg from you‘7 ’

Well, again, I know he sa gang member We’ve been having an influx of
gang violence, some shootings and. other subjects with guns recently. Um,

he’s taking off He’s runmng toward uh a residential area. I have no idea
what his 1ntent10ns are., <’

What does the re51dent1al area meaﬁ to you, what’s your concerns?

T hat there are other that he mlght try to break into somebody’s home or
«wecar) ack ' \

Okay

somebody or

© Okay.. And - and then we reach a point where you determine or strongly

believe there is a gun, you hear the clank on the wall and you see a shiny
object and he goes over the wall. What’s in your mindset as far as why you

~would continue after someone that’s armed?

I don’t want him to hurt anybody else.

Okay. Um, is there something you would like to cover before we end the
interview here at all that we haven’t talked about?

Yes, just for clarification purposes, um, when we talked about when I had him
step out of the vehicle.

Yes.
I attempted to - I’m not sure we went over it to clarify it.

Okay.
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Um, I attempted to grab onto his arm originally to help-him out of the vehicle,
to - again, to turn him away from me to make sure for - for my own, safety, SO o,
I could attempt to conduct a pat down to make sure. he didn’t have any guns, /.
weapons, anything that’s going to kill me. Um; again, but when I attempted to'

- he turned - before he even got out of his vehicle he turned his' body S0 he
was facing me and then stood up so he was dlrectly facmg me. And

Okay. So you’re describing a mamtalmng control of somebody sceénario,
correct? , ,

Correct.

Um, and that’s somethlng in-in- m what you do on patrol especially is what
youdo as a normal basis, correct‘7 :

Correct.

Um, ‘and the reason”for that I think is 6bvious, but you want to describe why

you would want to malntaln control7

W& ‘Because I don tknow what agaln I have no idea what he has, if he has a

weapon ot:if he has some - oth- something else on him that he’s going to
attempt to hide from me or, um, again, if he’s going to try and run from me.

| ’Okay So in this case it happened that quickly, you - the - the - the control,
. um, you weren ’t even able to apply control?

I was neVer able to apply control, no.

- ;V"Okay. Is there anything else, uh, that you think we should clarify?

" Idon’t believe so.

Ron?

No, I think that answers everything he knows as far as I'm concerned
(unintelligible) if you have any questions feel free to get a hold of us.

You know where we work.
I do. Ido.

Okay. Um, I have 11:58 and we will conclude the interview. Okay. We’'re
back on record. Uh, it’s straight up 12 o’clock. We - we forgot to ask you
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one question. Uh, your duty weapon, is there a tactical light on your duty
weapon? ;

A: Yes, there is.

Q: Okay. Did you activate that, was it on duringf the shoqting"?,;fﬁf

A: Yes, it was. N3 \

Q: Okay.

Q1 That’s the only question we. had I just wanfeel to make:- wented to know
what kind of lighting (unmtelhglble) ‘There was patio lighting was on, and
you even told us that and we wanted to know about the light on the gun also.

A Right. 1 th1nk 1t sa Sureﬁre Sureﬁre X3 00 w1th LED light.

Q: Okay And it was 111um1nated‘7 Y

A ﬂCOHECt ””’ :’ :

Q : ( "“’Okay Thank you

Ql: ?e}i, meMkS
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